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Managing Blossom blight and
Brown rot with Nufarm.
The diseases, management before and
during the season, plus other key factors
to minimise the risk.
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Disease lowdown
Blossom blight and Brown rot is a devastating disease
caused by Monolinia fructicola and Monolinia laxa.
The Monolinia complex affects both blossoms and fruit,
either limiting fruit set by reducing the number of viable
fruit set or through causing rots of maturing fruit as harvest
approaches. It is difficult to put a firm figure on yield
loss potential, but estimated losses from this complex of
diseases is over $20 million each year.
Brown rot poses the greatest risk for crop loss in seasons
with very wet flowering or immediately prior to harvest as
fruits are completing ripening. As little as 3-5 hours of wet
flowers or fruit at 20ºC can cause significant infection and
yield loss; with 24 hours of wetness, sever infection will
occur irrespective of temperature. Optimum conditions for
infection are wet and humid weather, with a temperature
of between 20 and 25ºC, making Australia’s stone fruit
growing areas prime risk for severe infection.
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Disease management before the season.
With blossom blight and brown rot, managing the disease
without fungicides is unlikely to be feasible. However,
managing inoculum load in the orchard is important in
reducing the incidence of disease in the current year and
future years, as well as maximising the effectiveness of any
fungicides applied.

Monilinia over winters on infected twigs and mummified
fruit on the tree and ground. Collecting this material and
removing it from the orchard is a great start and is imperative
for good orchard hygiene. Even burying mummies and twigs
is an effective way of reducing spore loads present to infect
flowers and fruit.

Remember that control with fungicides is a percentage
game. If the fungicide you apply controls 95% of all fungi
and spores present, you get a lot better job applying it
to 1000 spores, rather than 1,000,000 spores, so prioritise
hygiene in the orchard. Brown rot is difficult to control in
late season crops where over-wintered inoculum is high
compared to well-managed, low level inoculum.
Orchard structure is also an important consideration.
Trees that are planted in orchards with poor air movement
will have slow drying conditions and as a result are likely to
have more blossom blight and brown rot. Pruning for the best
air movement possible in an established orchard is a good
practice to consider.

Techguide

Botrytis

Disease management during the season.
There are two parts to a really good in-season
management program for blossom blight and
brown rot during the season:
1.	A good fungicide program, suited to your
disease risk
2.	Good crop & insect management to minimise
damage that can be an entry point for disease

The best fungicide programs are based on protection
of the blossoms and fruit, rather than spraying after infection
is present and can be noticed, as a runaway infection can
be hard to get under control without causing significant
yield loss.
As you can see in the table below, there are options for
fungicides that can be applied at key timings to protect
your orchard. For the best results, start early to minimise
the development of spores for later infection, assess your
risk often and spray with the best technique to ensure
excellent coverage.

Table 1: An example of a blossom blight & brown rot spray program
Product

Timing
Mid-pink to
30% bloom

30% bloom to
80% bloom

Full bloom

Shuck fall /
mid season

5 weeks
pre-harvest

3 weeks
pre-harvest
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Other key factors
Other management factors to include in your consideration for minimising the risk of bad
blossom blight and brown rot include:
• Oriental Fruit Moth control – damage from this pest
provides a site for rot to start

Remember to keep an eye out for Bureau of Meteorology
warnings when weather conditions make infection risk
very high.

Some resources for further information:

• Carpophilius beetle – a known vector for
spore spread

http://www.hin.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/19437/
Brochure-Brown-Rot-Best-Practices-HIA-SF12004-Aug-2015.pdf

•S
 plit fruit or split stones – entry points for
Carpophilius beetle and moisture
• Poorly thinned fruit – makes good spray coverage
difficult and slows drying time
• Late harvesting – overly mature and late–picked fruit
is at increased risk of infection.

http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/pests-diseases-andweeds/plant-diseases/fruit-and-nuts/stone-fruit-diseases/
brown-rot-of-stone-fruits

As always seek advice for your specific conditions
and location. Your local Nufarm Territory Manager
will always be ready and happy to assist you with
any queries you may have.
https://www2.nufarm.com/au/contact/

Products at a glance
Detail

Product

Product Type

Fungicide

Fungicide

Fungicide

Fungicide

Fungicide

Mode of Action

Group M9

Group 3

Group M5

Group M3

Group M3

Product Active Ingredient(s)

Dithianon
700g/kg

Propiconazole
500g/L

Chlorothalonil
720g/L

Thiram
800g/kg

Mancozeb
750g/kg

Water Dispersible
Granule

Emulsifiable
Concentrate

Suspension
Concentrate

Water Dispersible
Granule

Dry
Flowable

Formulation

*The information and recommendations set out in this brochure are no substitute for professional or expert advice
and are based on tests and data believed to be reliable at the time of publication. Results may vary, as the use
and application of the products is beyond our control and may be subject to climatic, geographical or biological
variables, and/or developed resistance. To the maximum extent permitted by law, Nufarm Australia Limited
disclaims all warranties of any kind, whether express or implied, including but not limited to any warranty that
the information is up-to-date, complete, true, legally compliant, accurate, non-misleading or suitable.
This document does not replace the product label, always refer to the product label prior to use.
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