TECHNOTE

CONTROLLING VOLUNTEER
COTTON WITH COMET 400
With the increasing market presence of glyphosate
tolerant cotton crops, the issue of controlling volunteers
is becoming an important aspect of farm hygiene and
crop management. To help alleviate this, COMET® 400
(400 g/L fluroxypyr) is now registered for the control of
volunteer cotton in fallow.
Volunteer seedlings of both conventional and glyphosate
tolerant cotton need to be eliminated prior to sowing
as they have the ability to carry early root and seedling
diseases, and host pests such as helicoverpa, mites and
aphids. Glyphosate tolerant volunteers are also difficult
to control if they germinate in a crop of glyphosate
tolerant cotton. COMET 400 provides growers with an
effective tool for managing these volunteers in fallow.
CROP

STAGE

STATE

2-6 node

Volunteer cotton
(Gossypium hirsutum)
including glyphosate
tolerant varieties

6-9 node

2-9 node

NSW, Qld only

Comet works predominantly through foliar
translocation, so excellent coverage is essential. There
is some root absorption and it is systemic in action.
The timing of volunteer cotton control strategies is critical
to ensure effective mitigation. More reliable control is
achieved when targeting small seedling volunteers, larger
plants become more difficult to control and rates need
to be increased as per the table below. When there is
a range of growth stages in the population, higher rates
also need to be used to ensure robust control.
A sequential application of Nuquat® is also effective
in maintaining control against larger plants.

RATE

CRITICAL COMMENTS

375-500mL/ha

Use higher rate when the majority of plants
are at the 6 node growth stage. For maximum
control apply the higher rate of Comet 400.
The addition of a spike rate of 180mL/ha or up to
1L/ha Amicide® Advance 700 may improve control.

500-700mL/ha

Use higher rate when the majority of plants
are at the 8-9 node growth stage. For maximum
control apply the higher rate of Comet 400.
The addition of a spike rate of 180mL/ha or up
to 1L/ha Amicide Advance 700 may improve control.

375mL/ha
followed
by 2L/ha
Nuquat

For maximum control apply Comet 400 followed
by a sequential application of Nuquat. The
sequential application interval for Nuquat should
be 7-14 days.

When using COMET 400 for preplant volunteer control, it is important to adhere to the recommend plant back periods
as per the below table.

RATE/HA

190ml

375ml

750ml

Cotton

7 days

14 days

28 days

COMET 400 at 400mL/ha 56 days after application (Boggabilla)

COMET 400 at 750 mL/ha + Bonza® at 80 DAA (Cecil Plains)

Source: NSQ 09-88-H08. S. QLD 2008. Frank Taylor.

Source: NSQ 09-83103-H21. S. QLD 2009. Frank Taylor.

For more information contact your local Nufarm distributor.
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